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200 university students receive their certificates in Mediation and
Conflict Resolution at UNESCO Office in Beirut

Beirut, 2 June 2016; UNESCO Regional Bureau for Education in the Arab States,
the Middle East Office of the Agence universitaire de la Francophonie (AUF), and
the Professional Mediation Center in (CPM) affiliated to Saint-Joseph University
(USJ), organized a graduation ceremony for 200 university students who
participated in a training program dedicated to raise their knowledge and build
their capacities in the field of mediation and conflict resolution.

On Thursday 2 June 2016, 200 students from different Lebanese universities
gathered with professors and representatives from UNESCO, AUF, CPM, and US],
in a special ceremony held in UNESCO Office in Beirut, to receive their
certificates.

Speaking at this event, Education expert at UNESCO, Dr. Higazi Idriss,
emphasized “the essential role of universities in changing and developing
societies. While our region is going through major changes, many lead by youth,
UNESCO believes that working to promote the Culture of Dialogue and enhance
mediation and conflict resolution skills is crucial to guarantee a positive reform,
and to establish sustainable peace and stability”, stated Dr. Idriss.

UNESCO expert also confirmed that “in order to achieve the objectives of the
“International Decade for the Rapprochement of Cultures”, which call to
promote cultural diversity and create new tools for dialogue, UNESCO is seeking
to provide young citizens with the knowledge, skills and values needed for them
to live in peace, and contribute in shaping their societies as responsible, global
and active citizens”. “Your ambition should not be limited by access to
employment, but rather exceed it towards having a true and effective voice in
building your societies and decision making on all levels”, added Dr. Idriss,
addressing the new graduates, as he praised USJ, AUF, CPM and all universities
and partners who are contributing to the success of this programme.

In his turn, Director of AUF Middle East Office, Dr. Hervé Sabourin, praised “the
capacity of universities and the higher education sector in general to respond to
today’s urgencies, such as conflict management, refugees and migrants’ crisis,
and peace education”.


https://en.unesco.org/decade-rapprochement-cultures

Dr. Sabourin confirmed that “AUF is willing to support initiatives encouraging the
promotion of values related to dialogue and coexistence”, hoping that “this
programme that will be renewed in 2017, will also expand to reach new
countries in this region”.

Also speaking at this ceremony, USJ Rector Reverend Father Salim Daccache,
expressed his admiration to the impressive success of this training programme,
specifically that it deals with a topic that is closely associated to Lebanon.

“Our world, our cities, and our universities are desperately in need of social
actors that work day to day in multicultural environments of our society”. “My
dear friends, do not withhold the knowledge and tools that you have acquired
through this training. Serve it to activate intercultural dialogue and interaction
between people coming from different cultural backgrounds”, said Father
Daccache as he addressed the students. “Through spreading this knowledge,
you will be reaffirming the pioneering role of your university and every
university in Lebanon in the promotion of its mission as a catalyst of social,
intercultural and interreligious dialogue through creating common spaces for
interaction, debate, and dialogue in order to make “living together” a vibrant
reality, and less a slogan”.

“Youth are the future”, said CPM Director, Ms. Johanna Hawari Bourjeily, quoting
the great French Poet Victor Hugo. “It is in this context that the CPM has
launched this initiative, for USJ students in 2013, but that the Center is now
expanding to reach 160 students from other universities in Lebanon”. “The main
goal of this training is to provide students with three knowledge npillars:
1)Know-to-do; 2)Know-to-say; and 3)Know-to-be”, added Ms. Bourijeily,
confirming that through acquiring this new knowledge “students will be able to
prevent and manage their conflicts in a spirit of goodwill and solidarity, aiming
for a know-to-become”, concluded the CPM Director praising UNESCO, AUF, and

all who participated in this project.

This training programme was held under a cooperation agreement between
UNESCO, the AUF, and USJ, in the framework of UNESCO’s HAWER project and
AUF's Intercultural Dialogue project. Through this pioneering and unique
initiative, partners aim to enhance the role of youth and actively engage them in
promoting the culture of dialogue and peace, and endorsing the principles of
working jointly to use dialogue and mediation as main tools to resolve conflicts,
and contribute to achieving world peace.

This initiative is mainly inspired by the core principles of intercultural dialogue,
which is based on the capacity to acknowledge and understand the major
significance of cultural diversity in establishing and developing a thriving society
that respects and cherishes diversity.
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For more information, please contact:
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Pour plus d’informations, veuillez contactez:

(AUF) 01420270
or\s\Ou

(UNESCO\ sswisall) 01850013
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